December 30th , 2018
Feast of the Holy Family
Archbishop Mancini’s Christmas Message
Dear Friends,
The season of Advent is once again upon us and we are
looking forward to celebrating the grace of Christ’s
Birth. Christ coming into our lives has many effects and
manifestations. We try to capture the grace of the
incarnation in the many preparations for this feast – we
decorate our homes to give an expression of joy; we
repeat traditional practices that recall past experiences
of Christmas and the associations of family gatherings,
along with the exchanges of gifts. This year we look
forward especially to the impact of Christ’s great gift
to us in the experience of mercy, with the healing it
brings.
All of this is because Christ’s coming into our world is
such an amazing gift for humanity. As we prepare to
celebrate, as we go through Advent and then
Christmas, we not only express an appreciation of the gift of new life brought to us by the Son
of God but it also becomes our way of reconnecting, in a personal way, with the source of grace each
one of us needs to continue in our journey of faith and a life filled with hope.
Some weeks ago, I invited all of us to enter into a Year of Atonement as a time meant to bring about
some much needed healing in our Church. We have suffered the effects of sin in many different ways –
particularly in the failings of some Church leaders. We have experienced the consequences of sexual
abuse of minors and we are confronted regularly with competing visions of Church and ideologically
driven conflicts over moral issues.
To be healed of such human suffering is at the heart of Jesus’ coming into the world to bring about a
restoration of the proper relationship between God and humanity. For us to prepare ourselves to
welcome again the grace of mercy and the healing grace of Christmas is to take to heart the Advent
challenge to repent and to prepare the way of the Lord.
May our desire for a renewed Church, through the transformation of our hearts, help us to receive the
message of the Angels, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to people of good will.”
To one and all, I wish you God’s blessing of a fruitful Advent and a joyful Christmas.
†Anthony Mancini Archbishop of Halifax-Yarmouth

Happening Hub
FEAST OF MARY ~ Holy Day of Obligation

Monday, December 31st
St. John Vianney 4:30 PM

Tuesday, January 1st
St. Francis of Assisi 9:00 AM
St. Elizabeth Seton 11:00 AM

Feast Day of St. Elizabeth Seton
All are welcome to join us for a celebration of Mass on Friday
January 4th, 2019 to celebrate our patron saint, St. Elizabeth
Seton. Mass will be at 7pm at St. Elizabeth Seton Church with a
reception to follow. There will be no 9am morning Mass at St.
John Vianney but there will be rosary and Adoration at 9:30am.

Introducing… Fr. Bernard Messier
What was your background before you joined the CC?
I was born in a large French Canadian family in Windsor. I
was raised in Belle Rivière and lived the last five years in
Pointe aux Roches before I joined my community. I
studied and worked in the manufacturing industry
specializing in plastics and metallurgy. It was at the time
when I pursued a degree in engineering that I strongly felt
the call to direct my studies toward the priesthood.
What led you to join this community?
When I decided to seriously consider the priesthood, I felt
called to a religious order. I wanted to join a
contemplative community, but a friend of my parents
steered me towards Fr. Bob Bedard. I contacted Fr. Bob
and was invited to visit the community in Ottawa. When I
visited the community for the first time I was immediately
attracted to the brotherhood. I was impressed with the
camaraderie and how the community members prayed
together. I was discerning other religious communities,
but I truly felt at home in this one. When I returned home
from my trip I knew in my spirit that God wanted me to
join the Companions of the Cross.

Discipleship Corner
ALPHA begins again!
Have you ever wondered: "Is this it? Do I have a purpose?
Does God exist? Why is their evil in the world?" ALPHA might
be for you! ALPHA is a way for people to be encouraged
through conversation to explore the basics of the Christian
faith in a friendly, open, and informal environment. ALPHA
helps to transform the lives of those searching for answers.
Maybe there are some family members or friends that you could invite to attend. Our next
come and see what Alpha is about is on Thursday January 24th at 6:30pm at St. Elizabeth
Seton Church. Invite your family and friends and join them on their journey. See our website for
more information: holytrinityns.ca/alpha
Adult Bible Study
The Holy Trinity Adult Bible Study helps people to read the Bible with understanding and to hear
Jesus calling each reader to be His disciple. Studies will resume on Friday January 11th, 2019 from
9:45am -11:45am. Beginning in January we will be studying the Holy Spirit for 3 weeks, including a
celebration of the Holy Spirit. This study is to prepare us to understand Paul's encounter with the
Lord on the road to Damascus. Beginning February 1/19 we will study the Book of Romans written
by Paul, the greatest missionary that ever lived.To register, signup on sheet in foyer. Students need
to order their own books for each class. For information on ordering your books, email Pat:
apgardnerose@hotmail.com and call Pat at 902-861-1602.

IN GRATITUDE OF YOU!
During this Advent and Christmas Season, we want to take the
opportunity to send a big THANK YOU to all the hundreds of
volunteers that make the liturgies, ministries, outreach,
formation, administration and operational work possible in our
3 churches.The extraordinary gifts all of our volunteers bring
into our parish churches continually help us to be the Church
witnessing to the goodness of God working amongst us. On
behalf of all those who have received the fruits of your gifts
this year, we wish to extend a deep and heartfelt thank you for
your dedication to the mission of our Church!
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Knights of Columbus Fellowship Brunch
Come celebrate the Epiphany on Sunday January 6th at our monthly 1st Sunday Fellowship Brunch
hosted by the St. John Vianney KOC in The Hall at SJV after the 10am Mass until 1pm. Join us for
eggs, bacon, sausage , pancakes, beans, toast, juice, tea and coffee for only $5.00/adult and $3.00/
child. Family of 4 /$15.00. Hope to see you there!

Eucharistic Adoration
All are welcome to unwind after the holidays by coming and spending time with Jesus in Adoration
every Wednesday from 9:30am - 10pm in the Chapel at St. John Vianney. Adoration also takes place
on Thursday and Fridays from 9:30am-10:30am.
We are in need of a few volunteers from 12-1pm and from 6-7pm. If you can help, please contact the
Parish Office at 902-865-2112.
In the event of a snow storm, Adoration will be cancelled if the Halifax Regional School Board
cancels schools for the day.
2019 Donation Envelopes are Now Available for Pick Up
Please pick up your 2019 envelopes in the foyer at all 3 church
locations.
All donations received by December 31, 2018 will be included in
your 2018 donation receipt. Any donations received after
December 31, 2018 will be included in your 2019 donation
receipt.

Holy Trinity Pastoral Unit
1 Church Family, 3 Locations

St. Elizabeth Seton - St. Francis of Assisi - St. John Vianney
Parish Office: 4 Beaver Bank Road
Lower Sackville, NS. B4E 1G3
Phone: 902-865-2112
Fax: 902-864-8645
For emergency Anointing of the Sick: 902-865-6133

OUR STAFF
Fr. Ken Lao CC. ext.0
Pastoral Administrator
Fr. Bryan Sabourin CC. ext.0
Associate Pastor
Rod Rowlands. ext.0
Deacon
Liz Muller ext 21
Receptionist and Bookkeeper
Catherine Kidson ext 24
Director of Operations
Alex Craven ext 23
Coordinator of Family Faith Formation
Kate Pinto ext.33
Coordinator of Evangelization & Ministries
Stephen McDonald ext.0
Coordinator of Stewardship
Parish Office: ext.0

MASS TIMES
SUNDAY, THE DAY OF THE LORD

Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

4:30 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm

St. John Vianney
St. Francis of Assisi
St. John Vianney
St. Elizabeth Seton

WEEKDAY MASSES

Tuesday
7:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am
Thursday
9:00 am
Friday
9:00 am

St. Elizabeth Seton
St. John Vianney
St. John Vianney
St. John Vianney

Office hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am – 12:00 pm
Email: office@holytrinityns.ca
Website: www.holytrinityns.ca
Facebook: Holy Trinity Pastoral Unit

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Tuesday 6:30-6:45pm St. Elizabeth Seton
Wednesday
8:30am-8:45am St. John Vianney Saturday 3:45-4:15pm St
John Vianney or by appointment at any of our three Churches.
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Wednesday at SJV following 9 am Mass and concludes at 10
pm with Reposition.Thursday & Friday at SJV following 9 am
Mass concluding at 10:30 am

PRAY THE ROSARY

Tuesday 6:30 pm
St. Elizabeth Seton
Wednesday (Pro-Life) 8:00 am
St. John Vianney
Thursday & Friday
9:40 am
St. John Vianney

On Friday, recited for Peace in the World, as per Pope Francis’

Saturday
9:00 am
St. John Vianney
(Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle with Rosary)

MINISTRY OF CARE & COMPANIONSHIP If you know

someone who is seriously ill, in the hospital or homebound
that would like a Parish Visitor or to receive Communion,
please contact the Parish Office.

GOT LIFE QUESTIONS? RCIA might be just for you. Come

journey with us as we explore the meaning of life and the
Catholic spirituality.
Contact Anne Marie Reid at
reid.am@bellaliant.net to find out more about the R.C.I.A (Rite
of Christian Initiation of Adults) Program.

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Contact the
Parish Office for details.

NO SCENTS MAKES GOOD SENSE! Please refrain from
wearing perfume/cologne to Mass. Thank you!

