I’m sure many of you are aware of the stereotype that Catholicism is all about guilt. I’ve heard folks
from all walks, Catholic and not, crack jokes about how necessary feeling guilty is to being a ‘good
Catholic’, and I’ve made my share of those jokes as well. The idea behind a lot of these jokes is that
Catholicism wants you to feel bad about all the bad things you’ve done, but the readings this week
dismantle that notion pretty quickly and reveal the loving heart of God which calls us to redemption,
not condemnation!
The first reading from Wisdom describes God’s love for all the works of His hands. God’s mercy is
highlighted brightly as is God’s desire to correct rather than destroy. The poetry of Wisdom reiterates
again and again that God’s response to brokenness is restoration by nudges and small corrections.
Paul’s words to the Thessalonians highlight God’s desire to transform us more and more into the image of Jesus; the original image of humanity! Paul outlines our Christian hope that we might be gathered together into Christ and daily become more worthy of being called a son or daughter of God.
However, Paul also knows this outcome is only possible with God’s help, but through prayer we can
open ourselves up to it!
Jesus’ actions in the Gospel puts the ideas of the previous readings into practice. Jesus doesn’t condemn Zacchaeus, but asks to stay with him for the night. The gentle nudge of Jesus’ presence acceptance of Zacchaeus’ humanity turns a sinner’s heart toward contrition and repentance, embracing
his place as a child of Abraham and heir to God’s promises!
The heart of God is not destructive, but redemptive! The temptation of the Adversary is to make us
feel like our faults and sins make us trash to be disposed of, unable to come back from whatever evils
we’ve committed. This is the sin of despair–a rejection of our own ‘image of God-ness’ and of God’s
redemptive power. This personal sin can be worsened by the community when others reject a person
for their sins, like the townsfolk not allowing Zacchaeus to see Jesus, or grumbling when Christ calls
out to him. Do we do this to others or to ourselves? Do we participate in devastation rather than restoration? God (thankfully!) does not play by those rules! Let us grow in our image of Christ by embracing and giving the Mercy which has come to us through the Scriptures today!

FORMED
Every Holy Trinity parishioner can access our parish’s FORMED.org subscription
for FREE! FORMED has great Catholic content for prayer, study, entertainment,
or all three! FORMED can also stream using devices like Chromecast or
AppleTV to get onto your television. If you already have an account, log-in and

check out some of the newly updated content on offer, and if you don’t have an
account already, it’s FREE and EASY to Register!

Step 1: Go to holytrinityns.formed.org
Step 2: Click “Register” and enter your name, email address, and desired
password
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